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Abstract 
The article deals with the main aspects of the present Orthodox sermon development. Verbal peculiarity, topical specific 
character and a new communication format of the present sermon is considered. Changes in the style of the sermon, its thematic 
content and ways of communication are shown through sermon text linguistic analysis. The author draws a conclusion about the 
trends to updating temple preaching genre preserving the traditions of the ecclesiastical canon. The article also describes the 
alternative forms of Christian preaching outside the church and shows the process of new modern tools of orthodox preaching 
appearing in the church world out of bounds of the temple. 
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1. Introduction 
In the post-Soviet era the Orthodox Establishment began to reconsider the conservative church viewpoint on the 
immutability of preaching form and content. In connection with the changed socio-cultural situation in the Russian 
society the question of updating the language of communication in the Church has become urgent. Committed to 
traditional religious values of Orthodox culture, the clergy realized the need to search for new forms of transmitting 
religious meanings because of the rapidly changing mentality of the citizens. Due to the fact that nowadays 
Orthodox priest’s preaching is broadcast via all mass media, the audience for the pastoral address expands 
exceedingly. A priest is listened to by people with different needs and interests and the problem of sermon style and 
content unification arises. On the one hand, a modern sermon should express traditional spiritual values; on the other 
hand, it should be clear and convincing to the public of a new formation. In theological circles of the Russian 
 
 
* Corresponding author. Tel.: +7-913-805-5252. 
E-mail address: tigriso@mail.ru 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of National Research Tomsk State University.
497 Evgeniy M. Morozov /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  200 ( 2015 )  496 – 501 
Orthodox Church there are wide discussions about how sufficient the genre resource of a traditional Orthodox 
sermon is to achieve modern missionary tasks. In our time the Church hierarchs urge priests to exercise creativity in 
finding ways and means to achieve the main goal of the sermon - the spiritual enlightenment of people. 
2. Methodology 
When defining the concept of a sermon, the author relied on biblical texts and the Orthodox catechism. 
Considering the traditions of preaching as a literary genre, scientific publications on various aspects and peculiarities 
of a church sermon were used. 
In the process of identifying modern communication preaching trends, the author analyzed the texts of modern 
Orthodox preachers taking into account the circumstances in which these sermons were delivered. Different audio 
and video materials of Orthodox sermons contained in the Internet were investigated as well. This article contains 
quotations from speeches of Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia Kirill, excerpts from homiletic writings and 
interviews of Orthodox theologians, the results of sociological public opinion polls. 
3. Research and results 
In Orthodox theology preaching is defined as a didactic and edifying word of a pastor aimed at the spiritual 
enlightenment of people. According to the Holy Scriptures of the New Testament, preaching may be addressed to all 
people (Matthew 28:19) and made by a priest in any place and at any time, according to “decency and dignity” 
(1Corinthians 14:40). In the humanities the sermon is interpreted as a cautionary speech of religious content, 
spiritual shepherd appeal to believers in Church. A priest with a pastoral address in another audience is the subject of 
spiritual enlightenment process or mission. We consider a church sermon not only in the atmosphere of the temple 
but in the biblical context qualifying it as any spiritual instruction of the priest to the laity. The consideration of the 
church sermon in a broad sense is caused by the fact that among the preaching audience outside sacred places there 
are always believers, as most Russians call themselves Orthodox Christians [2]. The Orthodox Church regards even 
unchurched Russians as its potential parishioners since the basis of social relations in the Russian Federation is still 
the history of the Fatherland and the national culture and the key place belongs to Orthodoxy in its formation and 
development. It is known that in the late 90-ies of the last century, the Russian Orthodox Church Metropolitan 
Hilarion in a conversation with Cardinal Kasper said that the religious roots of unchurched Russians were 
Orthodoxy, and churching of these people was one of the missionary activity priorities of the Orthodox Church [8]. 
Moreover, modern social and educational activity of the Russian Orthodox Church is directed at goal achievement of 
not narrowly ecclesiastical but national scale: the revival of spiritual culture of the Russian people, the construction 
of the social state and the development of a civil society in Russia. 
Along with the liturgy, preaching is the main means of religious communication of the priest and the 
congregation. Unlike individual pastoral conversation, a sermon is addressed to a group of people belonging to 
different social strata, professional and educational groups. There is difficulty in adapting the language of preaching 
to the general understanding of the audience. To a certain extent, this problem is solved by following the standards 
of the canon of a church sermon in its nature, content, subject matter and style. By its nature the sermon can be 
instructive, edifying and accusatory. The basis for this classification is the pastoral words of the Apostle Paul: 
“Preach the word, be urgent in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” 
(2Timothy 4:2). Depending on the nature of the sermon a specific set of lexical tokens is used. The instructive 
sermon has the words “church”, “grace”, “law”, “salvation”, “calling”, “wisdom”, edifying has the words 
“commandment”, “virtue”, “belief”, “spirituality”, “sanctification”, “blessing”, accusatory has the words 
“temptation”, “sin”, “evil”, “idol”, “rejection”, “destruction”. The composition of preaching in the classic version is 
made as follows: 
• introduction pointing to the reason for a sermon; 
• presentation of the theme based on the Holy Scriptures; 
• interpretation of the profound sense of narrated material; 
• actualization [3, p. 12]. 
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These composite blocks are combined by the meaningful context of the church canon involving spiritual and 
sacred as the main subject. 
The stylistic originality of the sermon is created through the use of outdated biblical derivatives and church 
terminology. This style is found in the archaic forms of statements from the Holy Scriptures, in preacher’s appeal to 
the audience “brothers and sisters”, in the outdated grammatical forms. 
There are mixed opinions regarding the content of the sermon in various Christian denominations. Some authors 
believe that only the interpretation of the Scriptures can legally be identified as Christian preaching [7, p.152]. 
Orthodox homiletics considers, besides the explanation of the texts of the Scriptures, the following types of sermon: 
preaching-teaching, missionary preaching (facing the unbelievers with the purpose to attach to the faith), panegyric 
sermon (eulogy dedicated to a specific date or event). The content of the preaching is defined by its theme and 
purpose of the cleric. The subjects of the church sermon are cyclical since they are repeated from year to year 
according to the church calendar and the content of the annual festive circle of worship. 
Saving the conservative nature of the language and content of a church sermon does not exclude reconsidering its 
forms and means. An internal church dialogue on this issue is exacerbated by the fact that some clergymen are 
convinced of the need to preserve the literary language of preaching while others allow the use of jargon and 
everyday language. While this theological discussion continues in recent years, it has become commonplace, in 
accordance with the circumstances, for priests to use in preaching the new vocabulary, jargon, slang, modern 
metaphors and similes. A striking example is the well-known expressions of the Church publicist Deacon Andrei 
Kuraev: “The main purpose of the fast is to chain an egoist-male in himself”, “Christianity is born as an idea of 
mystical anarchy”[5].  From the standpoint of religious conservatives, the use of non-religious metaphors, colloquial 
and low colloquial phraseology deprives preaching of spirituality and elevation, but from the standpoint of a modern 
man it strengthens the emotional perception of the text. It should be noted that in a sermon from the church pulpit 
and in other classrooms, modern priests use expressive vocabulary, quotations from literary works and scientific 
journalism, which creates a stylistic contrast. 
Other changes in church sermons which are becoming frequent are those in the way of communication, topical 
themes and regional character. The priests themselves note that between the 90s of the last century and the present 
days there was a shift in the thematic content of the sermon from the subject of personal spiritual salvation to the 
theme of Christian social service, from the topic of believers’ personal spiritual austerities to the theme of charity 
and social work of the church. A detailed analysis of the sermon text reveals an interesting regularity: in most cases 
the theme of the sermon coincides with the main areas of church policy set out in the Social Concept of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. The priests dedicate their sermons to most pressing challenges for social and economic 
development of Russia:  
• demographic situation; 
• health of the Nation Educating young people; 
• national question Socio-economic inequality;  
• ecological problems; 
• financial and economic crises;  
• educational system; 
• cultural and spiritual degradation. 
If the sermon was an element (part) of a church service earlier, today there are new forms of existence of the 
sermon: websites and social networks. The Orthodox parochial senior priests create sites where clergymen place the 
news of church life, publish theological articles and other religious texts. Their goal is not only to inform citizens but 
also to awaken an interest in traditional Orthodox culture. At present you can find videos of clerical sermons of all 
spiritual matters in the Internet. There is a website containing Christian preaching for every day in accordance with 
the church calendar in which holy days in honor of certain saints correspond to each day. Another type of online 
resource which is used by priests as a means of preaching, are social networks: Vkontakte (in contact), facebook, 
youtube, blogs. This format helps to attract a new audience (people who do not go to Church) to the spiritual topics 
and suggests that the sermon can be listened to in everyday conditions. In social networks, especially in YouTube, 
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you can find numerous temple video sermons of priests and also leave a positive or negative assessment. The 
attraction of the priest’s sermon in the blogs consists in the ability to get feedback and in close communication of 
participants in the dialogue. The pastor’s word can be drawn not only to a group of people but also to a specific 
person. In turn, every Internet user can personally address a priest whom he sympathizes because of high 
intelligence, level of education, liberality, etc. This new form of religious communication allows priests to involve 
people who are far from the Church in their religious text and the story. Since each web resource has its specific 
audience, the use of various kinds of Internet resources by priests makes it possible for them to bring God's Word to 
all social groups. Preaching in social networks also allows people with disabilities who are physically unable to 
attend the temple to join the religious meaning. Patriarch Kirill encourages for active Christian message in social 
networks. According to the Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church, by the presence of the pastoral speech in the 
Internet “The Church today may be present in this world more efficiently, more reliably in terms of its message 
transmission to the world and especially to the youth” [4]. 
In recent years, the most successful “know how” in the search for new forms of religious preaching is the All-
Russia Missionary Internet project “Father online”, the essence of which is to enable people to communicate with 
priests in real time. At present more than 50 priests of the Russian Orthodox Church from different cities of Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, Germany, America, Canada and other countries of the world respond to citizens' questions online. 
Since among these priests there are professional musicians, scientists, lawyers, athletes, TV presenters, doctors, 
writers, journalists and hereditary priests, the project covers a wide audience. The project allows the laity to receive 
the expert pastoral evaluation of their actions in civilian life because the spiritual life of the people is connected with 
their family and professional activities. His Holiness Patriarch Kirill urged the Moscow clergy to participate actively 
in the work of this Orthodox group [9]. 
With the advent of new tools of a sermon, the alternative preaching tradition of the end of the last century is 
maintained, namely, the tradition of priests’ performances on the radio and television, the publication of texts of 
sermons in periodicals of the Moscow Patriarchate. Since in recent years church themes appeared on the pages of 
periodicals with enviable regularity and the priests were invited to television and radio for regular public 
appearances, the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church saw in this process a new opportunity for spiritual 
improvement of society through pastors’ preaching. In the process of the religious education reform the Church has 
taken a number of measures to enhance the rhetorical and pedagogical training of priests and introduced the subjects 
“Pedagogy”, “Rhetoric”, “Stylistics of the Russian language” into the curriculum. The Council of Bishops of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in 2000 put on the agenda the question about the education of the new generation of the 
priesthood competent in the preaching work among young people and educational intelligentsia. 
In the first decade of the 2000s the Orthodox TV channels “Church-Going Bell”, “Savior”, “Veil”, “Union” were 
created. But Orthodox TV programmes broadcast by the central Russian TV channels have acquired the greatest 
fame. A striking example is the programme “Pastor’s Word” on the “First Channel” in which His Holiness Patriarch 
Kirill during his tenure as the Metropolitan of Smolensk and Kaliningrad talked to televiewers about the Orthodoxy, 
spiritual life, church history and the events of modern life. The peculiarity of our time is the fact that the current 
Patriarch of the Russian Church Kirill preaches the Word of God in the mass media as often as none of his 
predecessors. In his speeches he often refers to the spiritual understanding of topical questions of Church-state 
mutual relations in the following areas of cooperation: 
• peacemaking on international, inter-ethnic and civic levels and promoting mutual understanding and cooperation 
among people, nations and states; 
• concern for the preservation of morality in society; 
• spiritual, cultural, moral and patriotic education and training; 
• charity and the development of joint social programs; 
• preservation, restoration and development of the historical and cultural heritage including concern for the 
protection of historical and cultural monuments; 
• dialogue with governmental bodies of all branches and levels on problems important for the Church and society 
including the development of appropriate laws, by-laws, directives and decisions; 
• care for the military and law-enforcement officers and their spiritual and moral education; 
• works on crime prevention, care for persons in detention; 
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• science including research;  
• health care; 
• culture and arts; 
• work of ecclesiastical and secular mass media; 
• work on the environment preservation; 
• economic activity for the benefit of the church, state and society; 
• support for the institution of the family, motherhood and childhood; 
• opposition to the work of pseudo-religious structures presenting a threat to the individual and society. 
A modern trend is also broadcasting Easter and Christmas divine services on state television channels. It is 
realized by the church and perceived by people not only as a report of important events but also as a sermon of Word 
Divine because the explanation of essence and history of Christian holidays is accompanied by selective quoting the 
Scriptures. 
In recent years the fact that not only priests but also laypeople speak of the Christian faith and Orthodox culture 
has become a new trend in the preaching of the Orthodoxy on television. Authors share their views on the world-
famous works of art based on biblical stories in the programme “Bible story” on the channel “Culture”, and in the 
programme “Orthodox Encyclopedia” on the channel “TVC” well-known historians, theologians, writers, actors, 
doctors and politicians talk about the Orthodoxy. The Orthodox Church continues to use the mass media because of 
their efficiency and availability. 
Moscow Patriarchate periodicals are also widely used for spiritual and educational purposes. Orthodox 
magazines, theological collections, diocesan and parochial newspapers publish the clergy preaching of the past and 
of our time.  
But the alternative means of religious communication are not limited to the mass media and the Internet. There is 
also a new format of the sermon during such mass gatherings and public events which are not directly related to 
religion: rock concerts, rallies, parades. The speeches of the above-mentioned Deacon Andrei Kuraev at the concerts 
of the famous Russian rock musicians Kinchev, Shevchuk, Butusov, Grebenshchikov are generally known [6]. 
Moreover, some priests themselves compose music and perform their musical pieces with the texts of religious 
content. This happens among young people more often because the church is seriously concerned about the spiritual 
problems of today's youth. Preaching in front of such audience suggests a specific language taking into account the 
peculiarities of an informal environment. Topics related to the current social, political and cultural problems are also 
used in modern preaching. This sermon is called socio-political in homiletics, and the starting point is not the Word 
of God in it but the current mood in modern life and the problems in the environment [1, p.68]. 
Another feature which is pointed out by researchers is regional nature of the sermon. In addition to the general 
holiday, dogmatic and moralistic themes priests include in their speech the descriptions of the life of local saints, 
information relevant only to a certain region events that may be uninteresting or incomprehensible to residents of 
other regions. Each city has its own patron saint in whose honor temples are built and sermons are preached. For 
example, the parishioners of the Orthodox churches in the Siberian region reverently worship saints who carried out 
their spiritual feat in Siberia. The priests’ sermons of the Altai Republic are often thematically linked with the 
history of the spiritual education of the Altai people. Residents of almost all the settlements store special miraculous 
stories of healing people from illnesses through prayer in front of certain Christian shrines. Sermons are often 
focused on one or another of the miracle-making Orthodox icons, under the protection of which the local community 
feel safe. The nature and the content of preaching are also determined by social and cultural characteristics of the 
local people. For example, in a city with a large number of universities priests often recall the spiritual background 
of education and speak about the need to include a spiritual element in secular education for the harmonious 
development of students’ personality. At the same time all the peculiarities of preaching in various regions are built 
on a common ideological foundation of faith in Christ and the salvation of the human soul. 
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4. Conclusion 
Thus, in a rapidly changing world, the priest’s preaching is the fundamental means of religious communication. 
The Russian Orthodox Church reconsiders approaches to the content of the Church sermon by embedding the 
pastor’s word into the context of contemporary realities. In the context of social transformation of life psychology 
Orthodox priests are in constant search for the “golden mean” between the observance of traditional norms of church 
sermons and the display of creative initiative in preaching outside temple walls. The text of the modern church 
sermon combines religious book basis, specific units of other bookish styles and elements of oral speech. The 
expansion of the preaching style boundaries is clearly seen due to the use of non-religious content elements. The 
genre of a contemporary church sermon is dynamically developing thanks to the active search for new formats and 
changing the mode of communication. Preaching outside the temple is not currently considered through the prism of 
the Orthodox canon by the church hierarchy as new formats of the Russian Orthodox Church missionary activity 
allow a priest a greater degree of freedom in choosing the language, form and content of preaching. The Church has 
never in its history allowed itself to go so far beyond the traditional conservatism in preaching God’s Word as it does 
now. Modern communication trends in church sermons of Orthodox clergy illustrate the rapid changes in realizing 
by the Russian Orthodox Church of its place in the social and cultural life of the Russian state, which, according to 
opinion polls, brings it to the people [10]. 
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